
Dear praying friends and family, 

Merry Christmas!  It is our prayer that we all have a Christ-
centered Christmas as He is the reason for the season! 

Please forgive us for not writing in so long.  In July, Matt went 
to Myanmar to help a missionary there set up 
accountability and funds tracking systems for 
an orphanage and then went to Thailand to 
scout for venues to hold a missionary retreat 
in Asia.  The Lord has really blessed us the 
past few months.  This summer and fall were 
not at all what we planned earlier in the year, 
but has turned out well, in that we established 
some new friendships in the ministry, got to be 
involved with new ministries and experienced 
the goodness of our God anew.  

The Lord provided for us in many special ways 
as we spent the fall visiting Bible Colleges.  
We know the Lord always takes better care of 
us than we can imagine, but it is still amazing 
how He does it!  We have visited many 
churches just trying to be a blessing while on 
the road, but it seems the Lord has put it in the 
hearts of most of them to be a blessing to us 
also.  On one occasion, we went to a Midas 

repair shop in Abilene, TX to 
have an exhaust leak fixed.  

While waiting in the lobby, 
Manoah played/practiced 
his preaching and talked with Matt.  The 

manager seemed to be working but was also listening.  After 
they fixed the leak, they would not let us pay for it – what a 
blessing!  That was on a Tuesday.  Wednesday we went to 
a country church and the pastor said, “I just saw your name 
at lunch.”  The manager of the Midas shop had lunch with 
the pastor, showed him our card and asked him to also pray 
for us.  Abilene is not a large town but with two hundred 
thousand people…it can only be the Lord!

Please pray for the many young people we 
spoke with this fall.  Pray that they will 
continue to grow in the Lord and their desire 
to serve Him.  It seems it is getting more and 
more difficult to get young people started 
to the mission field.  They truly need your 
prayers and encouragement as they seek the 
Lord’s will for their life.

Please also pray for the Mission Possible 
Asian Retreat that will be held in Bangkok, 
Thailand 6-11 February.  We will be working 
with Dr. Gene Burge, who is hosting the 
retreat, to encourage missionaries in their 
work and to stay on the field.  This is the 
first retreat for independent Baptist, Bible 
preaching, missionaries in Asia that we know 
of and it needs all our prayers to be a blessing 
to as many missionaries as possible.  If you 
support or know missionaries in Asia that 
would benefit from the retreat, please let us 
know. 

Thank you for your faithful love, prayers and 
financial support that encourage us greatly in these last days!  
We pray that God’s richest blessings will be bestowed upon 
you abundantly!

A Blessed Christmas and A Wonderful New Year from our 
family to yours!   

HIS servants and yours,

December 2016

“Manoah and his 
college friends Benjamin and 

Bethany.”


